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Hokkaido's Geography

Present-day Hokkaido

Hekkaldo is located in the nosth of the Japanese archipelago which stretehis east ol the
Asian continent. It is surrousnded by the Sea of Japan, the Sea of Okhotsk and the Pacific
Ceean, and faces Sakhalin Island to the north scress the Soya Strait and Horshu o the
souith across the Tsugan Stalt, a mere 19km in widih. Heee In the Tsugame Stralt, the
Tsugary Warm Current, a warm currend that branches off from the Tsashdna Cusrent, runs
from the Sea of Japan to the Packfic Goean ot 3 knots and ks bocally knowrn as the *Shoppal
Kanwa (Salty River).”

Apar from the main sland, Holdkaldo i made up of many small klands such as Rishie
sland, RBebun Island and Oushind Islamd. The main island has an expansive area of
TTH84A1km® and a look m the current distribution of vegeiation reveals that the kland s
rousghly split along the cenrmal mountain ranges. including the Hidaka Mouniains, into
dechduous brosd-lesrved forests in the southwest reglon and consles/broadleal mixed forests
En the ortheast reglon,

Pre-Jomon Hokkalda

H first d tor inbabit HokkaSdo arcursd 30000 years ago bn the Paleolithic Age. e
mummwwﬂmuem,mwmhﬂmimmmnu
ey, Thus, the Japanise archipelgo was a different shape than the one we now know,
Honshu was connected by land o Shikoku amd Kyushu, and this comprised the
“Pabeo-Honsha Ishnd”, Holkalde was connected 1o Sakhalin, which was connected 1o ihe
Askan comtinent. and therelore compeised part of the peninsula that protneded from ithe
northeast of the continent, In the glaclal perbod arcund 20,000 years ago. the average
temperatune dropped by T 1o 8 degrees Coldus and ihe sea bevel waes 130m bewer than it i
oy, However, as even the shallowest part of the Tsugaru Stralt had a depth of 140m,
Haokkaldo was atways separated from Paleo-Hensha Island by the sea. Consequently, even
oy the Fauna and flora of Hokkaldo more closely resemble thar of the Arur Biver busin
than that of Hoeshi The Tsushima Stralt was atso closed up, and the Sea of Japan was mone
Nk 2 large lake.

As the wemperatuse was kower than it is oday, it s thoughn that the distribunion of the
vegrtation diffesed. with evergroen forests in the scuthwest seghon ard deciduous congfers
inthe posthes region
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The End of the Paleolithic Age Rise 1n Temperature and
the Birth of Jomon Culture

s and

popde of the Fa

animals. The oldest relics in Hokkaldo date back 300000 vears to the labe Paleolithic

As memtioned r, this period was also known as the la 1l stage, but from A ook the carth’s history revenls that ve ane Fs - ’I.r
the begin ) years ago, & stone ool known as wisiied by cold Cplcial perdoeds”™ and  sarmer o P
: . Ls r 4
a “microlith” suddenly started appearing and came into mone frequent use belween | perionds™ irn cyches. of 10,000 years or 5o, ! i "
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MIBC. The microliths, which were long. thin stome chips that aml appeoodnmal
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thiat humans migrated from the Asian cont opened the Tashima Current (Kunmshila g s 30000 s s 1 B
down thr im 1sland and into Hokk ) Crorent) | o [cww i sl vohumess dr WiCT X
which formed part of the peninsula in purswit of Lo Bk ey ol Japan. Furtbermone, s thene were o meanmy s ourrents running into the Sea of

large animals lapan, everflowing warm curments began o llow through the Tsugaru Strai that separates
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The Positioning and Unique
Characteristics of Jomon Culture

Formon Culture's Place in the Werld
* Jomon” odiginates frown the wond “coed” In ]..;mh-_ % the pottery Troen this |'--rin|:| WIS
covered Im cond pattesses, The artistry behind the shapes and patterms of Jomon pottery ks
whtkehy revognieed, and differs from roghon o reglon

The start of the Jomon culture 15 defined as the time when the poliery cime Into use and
piopde settled on the Larad. Today, some of the aldest pottery from the period ncledis the
relies found in Aomor Prefectune™s Odal Yamamota. The results of carbon dating show that
this pottery dabes back o 1300080, The cultune B thought oo have med iis demise anound
2500 years ago when it was replaced with
the Yayol cubtare which was centered on the
cultivathon of grain

Il o e 1o posdtbon (ke Jomeon Cultyre in
world history, I8 woukd be asquivalont o an
extremely long perkod that would span over
part of the European Paleolithic Age, the
oendithie Age. the Bronse Age and the fon
Age. The edlusal elemens of the Jonson
Perbod. such as the use of poftery and
potished stomeware and land seibement. ane
abwn comparabde 1o the Xeolithic Peréod in

Eurarka
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The Unique Characteristics of Jomon Culture

O of the: bilgest charscteriathos of fomon culture b the Gect thag not ondy did i sgan across
a bangy period of time, seople wiene able 10 "setle on the Land whibe living in harmsony with
nafure for over 10000 years”

Ir the Neolithie period of westirn Fussia_ settlemsent generally occumed with the beginnieg of
sgriculouee and [arming. While this wually sigraled the beginning of deforestmion in ey
oultunes, the Joman culieine did nod 1’-\1.:11\5\--!3- (lh."lﬂd" the restuiral erasedenens arxd for o ng
periodd prople led stable ves based on bunting, gathering and fishing, Cher the 100000 yeass
b i Jomon cuthune Bourished, ibene wene several Linge sl changes In cdimate as well s
maburil disisders sach o voloino crupthons and crthguakes, but the Jomon peopls sdapcd o
thdr sarvironnent and the Jormoen culture's tradithons wine prosenied

Many cultural radithors uribgue o the Jomon culfune
were born out of this selaorship with nature. For
example, the weaving techalques used to make brskes
feom plant fiber and the oguering techabques for
Tarvesting, refiming and procesing sap from the sumac
e arw all highly developed techrlques that require a
stroaz kncawledpe of the charsoteristbes of each plamt. In
additlon 1o praciical tools, canhen figurines “dogu’
wire fashloned out of elay. These elwy figurine are
thaught 1o have boen used 1o pray for rebirth and the
circle af life and suggest a high level of spisimality.
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Holtkaido's Jomon Culture

The Oldest Pottery and Settlements

The oldea pottery found in Hokkaddo was excavaned
froam thee Taksha Mo, 3 Sive (Obthiro City) in the Exst and
dates. back 1o 1200080 scconding 1o the nesulis of
carbon daiing, This pottery has a round bottom with a
v Blor progrusion, and s deooragod ot with a rope
pattern bt with fingermall Impossbons. The fict that the chamscteristle shape and ptbenes
resaemilde dhosd of the pottery found n Homshoa shons thn there 5 a possibiliny that the
cultural ehemenis that spoesd i Holdaldo during the Inciphbng Jomon peciod wite virtually
thee e as those of Hossho umtil they reached eastern Hokikabdo, No dwelling remains have
ey fovenad o Far i Holbabdo from this stage in histery. but it s well krown tha pi-dwellings
had stanied vo appear in various areas of the archipelago

The: Fermation of Villages and Shell Middens

Approcdmetody QU000 vears ago, i the Younger Doy cold event endod, villiges conabsting
of pl-dwellings began o appear In varkows arcas. Many pit-dwellings were excnated
together from places such as the Yachiyve A Site In the East [Obihino City) and Nakanao B Site
in the Seuthwess (Hakedate Ciy), and it ts common knowledge that pesmanent settements
already existed in this perbod

After that. when the increase in temperaiure reached §is peak between S000BC and

The eeemang of & village fromn S.000 wears o0, Layers of shells,
Bpkcang Sine B (Hakadane Cingd Kitpkogine Sl Nidden (Date Citd

T il Pots i Mok,
Tahey Sine b, 3 {0 Ciny)

4.000BC, fishing developed with the rive of
thee s leweld amd expanskon of the Sea ana
Vilksges containing shell mbddens bdame
ot appanent, such as the Higashikushine
Sheell Mkdeden (Kushiro Cieyd in the Exse, and
Kitakogame Shell Micdden (Date Ciry) and Irie
Shell Midden (Toyako Town) in the Souh
Funhermone, large-scale willages conlaining
large pli-dwellings, sch as the fune Sie
[Hikodate Cind started 10 form around
5.500 wears apo.

A shell midden & an area containing shells and anfmal bomess et st a5 & <ot of time
capsube rellecting the resources and natural envisonment of the tme. Shell méddens also
Tarsctioned xs graveyasds. proadding & valuable seurce af information abou the Jomon
sopbety amd spéricuality.

The Development of Local Culture
The Jomon Culure expanded around the Japanese archipelago from Hokkaldo 1o
Okinawa. However, it was not uniform and branched imo seven of eight differen
culural spheres, within a certain seape as the shape and decorations wsed in Jomon
pottery.

A closer look a1 Hokkaldo's geography reveals that the Nostheast connects with the far
northern lards through Sakhalin and the Kurdl Blands, and the Southwest faces Honshy
wver the Tsugana Stralt, From this, we can say that Hokkaldo acted as the stage on which
narthern amd southerm cullures came together,

The: differences in vegetatlon also affected how
the Jomon cultune desveloped. The southwest of
Hokkaide, with s expanses of deciduous
beoad-leaved  foresis, developed around  the
Tohohu Regéon (in Honshuy) which grew similar
pants, The “cylindrical pottery cultune” reached
Haokkalche 6,000 years age with the introdecion
of chestnut  culithation  and  expanded  an
o F00Km north and sowth of the Tsugan
Swralt. Compared o other local cultures that
dhevedopid i the Jomon Period, this culune was
stable and spread over a large anea. and Is gaining
atention as an important example that shows the
exchange of valees ina phrlli.'l.l|.;|i'{l,l.1lllﬂ|| \ph-:-n:
in the prehistoric age T iyl spbaenes of thee Jomon Peviod
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The Appearance of Enormous Monuments

Arcumd 4,000 years ago, brgescale monuments stared appoearing in the southoest of
Hokkaka. A stone dircle with a clroumference of 37m has alu bevn found In the Washino®d
Site (ol Torwr) ansd b5 rocogmised a5 a valesbde monument proving Hokkakde's connection 1o
the culture of mporthern Toholu, On the other hand grave sives with bege circulsr
embankments began 1o appear asound 3500 years ago in oentral Heldadda, The
embankments l.u-r.,-q’r--mu!l'g-jnl!fug the dign bt ovoer Trom dipzing ot the circilar bairial :.-.ml_
the largest one messuring 7am in
clreumberence, These types of muss
grivvs hine been found across the
Eshilard Depresedon and exterded up o
ety Holdoidky (Shoen Burial Cinclis
of Shari Town], but hoe not boen
oweryvd] i Hoeslu ansd ane urdgque (o
Hobibasdo, In the Kakinashina Sie
(Hakslate I:,'u:,] I the south of
Hokkasdo, a Ushaped casthwork
maoard with @ kength of 160m and

helght of 2m wirs discovered ! i .
inreitiganicn of the Sione Cingle, Wahingid Sne (Mo Towrn)

Conveying Technigues and Culture

Lining s bursed on hunting, gathering and fishing, the Jemon people also actividy sought
ot cultural axcharge ard trade bevonsd the Boundaries of thelr awm bocal culiune. This came
10 ins prak b the Late Jonson period, wihene jade sooesorie, loguensane and asphalt oo be
sl as adhesive. wene imeoduced inte Hokkasdo from Homshu, O the ather hand, teete are
exansphes of northemn cultuge being imroduced imo the south, sisch as obshdian made in
Hikloa o excavated from the Sansal h!:«ruy.um:u Sh (Acrymma {'.:“ im Morshis's nofth

As for Hokkakdo's eelatiorship with the Aslan continent. @ special type of armowheads on
blade was Inroducsd from ithe nosth around 7000 yeirs ago and spread through
Hokkalda™ northonst. Some arroandeseds e even bevn found In the southwest, and (hene
are some samphs of culture reflidting the same geographicn conditdons as the Askn

comiment belng introduced into Hokkakda.
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Relics that Convey the bomon Spirituality

Oz il thete it tvpbcanl ecampdess of & relic that represanis the Bomon splrituality ks the “dogu’
o elsy figurines. A1 Firs, the figurines Fed et and werne ereatiad Bo repneent awoman, but
s the figurines laver changed into the shape of a pregrant woman, they are theught 1o have
i sl 10 pepeesent prayers for birth o rebinh. However, cowards the end of the Jomon
Perioxl, igurines featuring beards, flat chests and cthir rrale dlements canse (o repeesent both
LN, .'.1..|1}.' of the fgarines Foand were "m!!lru'ru":.. beoken This “destructsoan” which
symbolizes death, may have represented the Jomon philosophbes about rebirth

A elay tablet Teaturing the Impri
6,300 year-0dd grive. This kKind of relic s unbgue to Hokkalkdo and §s thoughs o feture the

Empeint of an Infang who dicd a1 a young agie. Stone clubs dating Back 5,000 years hane

tof a child's footprint was also excavated from a

alss been excavated. These relics wene though to have been made n the shape af male
genitalia as a symbol of ferniling. By examining thise relics which give us a glimpse into

Joman lestivals and ceremonies, we can feel thelr respect and sdenfratien for life fself,

Foint pringed clry Lalbiet and berial stone 1ok,
Tenpokua 5o Now 4 (ilstadate Cty] Irnpantant Cultursl Progeryr

! e e e ooy
S Wi {Viceeh T

horw stk g potteny aavatied fom the Larstragrk Burld Grcls.

Srery Bl Corclest (Shawd Towwm]
Tangybie Cuuesl Property Dvignated by Mokicedo Prefichune

Past-lomon Hokkyidoe

Whike the Jomeon culture was perseverad for ever 100000 vears even through envlronmental
changy= such &% changes. in climate and Larpescale aatursl disaseers, B w5 sudden
dhemnbsar arcwnd 2,500 years apgo. This was dise b the rice-fasming that was introduced into
masrthern Kyusha via the Korean penirsuls and thi Yangtee Biver basin in Chine The Yayol
culnre, which brought about the production of metal produscts and the aultivmbon of grains
Fo 5.--:; Endusiriis, \pn-.ul r..p'xly thaausgh the I:«|:m|.,-u- :.r;hlpu-l:um

After this aooumed, the cultural sphone that had spoead from the soutbrsest of Hokkaddo o tee
wirthe o Tk sincd o] beien prvsrved for severl Thoussind wesns sinoe of ihe Josmon Perbod
dlbapgsaned, but the tridithors. of Jomon cultere stinyd alive In @ bunging gathering cultune in
Hoddaaldo, kawran s the "ok Jomon (Posd-onscn) culture”, Boepaeon the fifth and sswnth
cerfusies, the eauehvalkent o the Kofun Perbod in Homsba, the "Okhotsk culture,” which spocialined
in fshing and the Tusnting of marine mammaks, speeasd from Sakdulin down the e oorsy of
Hoddoniclo 1o Oloskdn Bland in the south, Fusmtbermore. when & coneralioed  prevmiment was
estabiihed south of Horsba in the seventh centuzy, the “Satsumon culture.” which incorposated
the cultivastion of millet and olber grains was bom in Hokloddo, The “Ains ouliee” soon folioaed
Mlapy sdtes henve borry dibsoovencd maindy in Hoddaide's. nonberd in which deprosaiors from
pet-ahandlinges froems thes gaoed- Jommon ara remeln, These shies ane prosarosd i port of s Enportint
cultural hovitinge that ooy the unicque hisdony of Hokkildo to Uhe poesent dine

In this way, a unbque history fund in Hokkaldo different from the malrstreanm Japande

history wir know oday
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The distinctive character and value of
Jomon culture seen from world prehistory
Simon Kaner

Alberescume of nhe Coraee ko fapancae Srodes Unmveraty of Exa Anghs LK)
The archseolry of the Jomon perod In the  Japarssse
archipeligo s of rremendows dgnificance for world prehlsocy.
And et Langely dise o the Lingwege barrier. Jomon snchacology
does et et have the ghotal Empact it deserves. The bid to have
a serbes af the most impressive Jomon sies in nonbem Tohoku
arl southern Holkaddo Enseribed as UNESCO Wosld Heritage will help rectify this sivuation.

Sinee the earliest pepodts of Jomon sites, dating back to the 19k century. 1he archacology of
the Jomen pericd has generated great internationsl Envevest. In addithon to giving rise o the
first peeper archacological repont of o Japanese sie (both ingerdisciplinary and bilimgual),
Edward Sylvester Morse’s Evestigations ac the Omord shell middens in 1877 were widedy
peported, including in ke [Hustrated Losdon News - the 19ih contugy oquivatens of CHN, Neil
Cordon Mumre padd great atiesibon to Jomon sites in tho first symihests of Jspaneso
nechaeeology, his mosumental “Prehistoric Japan’, fiest published in 1506,

The archacology boom of the Ister 20th century sesulied in the production of what b
uandoubtedly the richest archaeclogical recoed for tempemte fisher-ientor-gatheners amahone
in the world, And B & an extracsdinanly diverse recoed, Enducllng l:ﬂnplﬂﬂy excavaled
settbemenis, ooremonial sites, cometeries, extmactlon siies, wellamd sioes with .m.lunhhln@
proservation of organks materials, caves and rock shelters = [n addizlon 1o thousands of shedl
midders of the kind firs reported by Mo,

The achdevements of the fomon proples of the Japancse archipelago are undguestionably of
Emmensa sbgnificance. They creabed what are among the olde known ceramic containers In
ther world, for example @1 Odal Yamamoto over 16,000 years ago, thousands. of years befong
pottery was being used In the Near East or Europe, and long before they ook up farming,
Their warly wie of lacquer (for cxample from Kakinoeshima B osome 9000 years ago)
domonstrates what a detilled understanding they had of the materials avallable to them
whal archacologhts In ihe wist somellmes call “affordances’. They Ihved Bn some
exceptionally bong-term settlements, Including Sannal Maruyama n Aomorl, the largest
Jomsn it yor discoversd, occuplsd for aver 1500 years longer than maat cities in the
conlemporary workd.

Joman poters exhibited a remarkable serse of design Even many of the carliest cerambc
sty ane distorated with distinctive dedgns, incheding deficase linear pelied patternn. AL a
recend eahibitian of Jomon doga a2 the Britkh Museusm in London, many visisoss commsenbed
on hew enodern masry of 1he dogua appeased, finding it hand to believe that they were really
el (hotmsandds of yoars ago. This highly develaped design serde was eomplemented by

tochnologieal mastery of coramile bechnbgques, 10 chsirly exhibited inchuko chan’, the haollow
dhiogga fournd by a kady digging In her vegetable garden at Chobsomkng in Hakodse.

Sy piple charly hisd a very will develogisd serse of thelr place in ihe workd, and thelr
relatbonship with the atber workd, These relstbonshigs are In part expressed throsgh thels sione
manuments, which [nelede stone clrehe, standing siones arsd other stonse arcangensenis. Nell
Gaseeban Muniro was Entrigeed by the stone chreles of Oahoso, just outaide the pant town of Cam
in Hokkakdo, Since then Japanise archacologhsts have imestigated many burdreds of Joman
spone menuments, inclading the wonderful stone cirebes. of Oya and tsedotad In Akita, asad
KesmakEna in Aoenori. Just as a1 the archetypal stone cirche at Sionetsenge in Englasd, there are
still many unasswered questions: What was their connection 1o the mevemens of the beavenly
bodies? Were they relaved to death and bugial, of 1o seasonal cerensonbes, of both? These
enigmatic sies are somo ol (he most Immedinely secessible o modem visitoss - as they
remaln &5 visible mosumsents in the landscape, carefilly revealed theough archacological
Investigaton. Archasalogists hove gone o great lengths to essane thels sarvival in the face of
dovelopment pressuges - s shown a1 the stone cireles. of Washinoki Im Mosi-machl in
Heddakda, where the site has been preserved over b eajor soad tenmsd

Theese sdtes and mossmoenes ane the enduring traces of Jomon popelations who weee Fully modom
Thusran beings, with eanctly Lhe same inbellectiad, eenoticnal ard pheysboal capaciths as peophe todury
= just shaped In undemiliar wins theough their cwn oaliel experbenors, Although we cannct
meconsiract how they spoke, they st have had a rich Lenguage. with which they doubibes created
mwfummms.m the world asound them The stisdy of Jomon
al'ﬂmmhm' oflers a Eﬂﬂw of piheer, diffenent wirys of infabiting the lendscapes of the Japanes:
archipelagn - and perhayps: this in part explains the Docination which 58 erraraps the Jomon.

Thee bid £o banve o sorbes of Jomon siics bn nosibom Tohobu aned souibern Holbaddo frecribed 2o
UNESCO World Heritage offers ihe opportunity (o negxamine the significince of the fomon for
ok prehistony, and Indeed for the modern woeld. Many new Interproetaton facill this have been
bullt arel with their outstanding displays and explanations, waually In English as well a
Japanesa, they providee the top gukdance for the modern visioor, YWith the approach of the Tokyo
hympes ared Paralymples in 2020, the ey of the workd
wllll b o Jagsan ik never Before. This offors opportuniths
o presiant the wondirs of ihe Joman callures Gand thelr
pluradity meeds 10 be emphaked 0 aveld  any
msunderstandings aboat the diversity reprisentod by
Jomon archaeology) In new ways, 5o thal cveryond can
appeeciale  the oulstanding  unhbeersal vahee of the
archsecloghcal menulrs of the Jomon perbod, and their
sigrificance for husnan history. They are o match o any
Eurepeai catbedral, and afe of comparable Imponane o
thee cave palsiings of the Upper Palscolithie in France.




Steps toward Recognition as World Heritage

In today's sockty. in which prescnvation of
the raturd erironment. B an impostant
chalienge, we can ko musch from the
withpes: g bessors taught by the Jomaon
culture, which foorided for cver 10000
wisars in oy with nature withot over
alveving the sumvounding dsmdronment in
Ay majns wary.

For ihis resson, 4 peefectuers of noethemn
h|n|| wnd  thefr municipalitbes e
olborating o have the fomon mins In
the= south of Fokkaldo and nonh of Tohabks
cdisbpnaned as UNESCO World Herftape.
This arey wias homne to Brpescale villyses
from the start of Tuman segthement o the
el of the Jomon colure, aned featimes
stone cirches and other monumenis. It also
shiwws that trde and o oommon oultane
cortirascd to fourish oo o bong period of
e kil ihe proographica] boundarks:
of Tsugsr St

i represanits the: spocial

warhe of the Jormon cultune amcng the nuins
left behénd by other Bunting gathering
societies throughou world history,

Companent pantt in Mokkalda

s¥aldngshima Site (Hakodate Cityl

Rusing. of 3 willage disting back 3,000 o 8000 year.
A U shaped et hwor rdund meaduaring 190m in
length on which cecomonses about daporal of
tool, fuch 4 polteny snd Sonewine wive
rrtiurrenied

wifume Site (Hakodate City]

Rusiri. o 3 village diating back 4,500 to 50000 yean.
Featwtes the somain of o Luge-scale setiloment
such a the nemains of & pit-dweling over Jm
i Thie revnaing of madod animall ucth s
whalies aeed Fur seals, 3 maed source of food, have
e Linathatidl

wiri- Takaiage Shell Madden (Irka] (Teyaks Townl
Romasires o e aedult who suffered from polio as.a
child hare b wndarthed, proving the camsr
wad cared for 3 ke peviod wntil sdulthood,

wirie-Takasago Shell Mididen [Talrago] (Toyako Town]
Pouirs o gt Seatarieng 3 2500 104, 200 pear-old
shell miadkden. Located on 3 ervade Close 1o the
nner boy aea, B giwe us an insight into the
efriraaenint bnd prodkaction SetkAamied of that B,

sitalkogane Shell Medden (Dats City)

R, o 3 willagee clating basck to 2.5008C featuring
3 sheell midden from 5500 1o G000 yoars A
Wiy giving s Ervssgit into the Jormeon Bveliheod
which wi bured on fishing, and & waterhole had
Doy il 3 cevismcnial plade witioe Slontwidn
wai diposed.

#¥jusu Esrthwork Burisl Cirdle (Chitee City)

The eemalen of mais grive sumounded by 20
enormous embanimment dating back 1o 1.3006C,
The: embaniomend wirs oreatod using the dert from
e Sunikoprs Branisd vl yanch 3 reseasunes Fhmin
cincurmbeeence, Theee ane several grinees located in
the pat.

#iachinadd Tite (Marl Town) "related site

Thae usiees o a4 D00yt -coled iranmaenorrve, With
a chameter of 3T, it i Hoklads's bygest stone
cirche and was discovirid during the construction
Al gy, A D] wins. g Bod the Bty B0
peeteral the nsng. It i rod incladed in the world
haritpe ¢ andidlte w6t but 5 5 nelated property.

Heritage Assets of the Jomon ruins in
Hokkaido and the north of Tohoku
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